








Knitting Europe together 

Obama aide hopes to draw southeastern states into continental structures 

By Doug Gavel, HKS Communications 

Harvard Gazette – Thursday, 18 February 2010 

The Obama administration seeks a “path to a better way” for the nations of southeastern Europe, and a top 
administration official laid out the components of that strategy during a talk on Wednesday (Feb. 17) 
sponsored by Harvard Kennedy School’s Kokkalis Program on Southeastern and East-Central Europe. 

Phillip H. Gordon, U.S. assistant secretary for the Bureau of European and Eurasian Affairs, told an 
audience in the Goodman Classroom that “the political and economic integration” of southeastern Europe 
within the rest of the continent is the key to regional stabilization and development in the years ahead. 

“We have a vision of a peaceful and stable Europe that will extend to Turkey and the Caucasus,” he said. 
“The solution lies in transnational cooperation and institutions that guarantee the rights of citizens, promote 
economic freedom, insure the viability of the border, and provide a reliable forum for the peaceful 
resolution of disputes.” 

Gordon pointed to the critical importance of regional and international institutions in this effort, specifically 
NATO and the European Union. Several southeastern European countries are now members of the EU, 
including Bulgaria, Greece, and Romania, and several belong to NATO, including Albania, Croatia, and 
Turkey. Other nations are seeking entry into one or both organizations. 

“The opportunity for political engagement that crosses national borders reduces the salience and pressure of 
ethnic and regional disputes within countries. That is the promise of the project of European integration,” 
Gordon said. 

Recent decades have brought tremendous change to the region, Gordon added, and the United States is now 
developing close and productive relations with several nations in the area, including Serbia, which was 
beset by violence and instability as recently as a decade ago. 

“I certainly believe … that with pragmatism and goodwill on both sides, U.S.-Serbian relations could be a 
model of a productive partnership by the end of the administration’s first term,” Gordon said. “This change 
in the Balkans is a reminder not only of what can be possible, but also what remains to be done” elsewhere. 

Kosovo is another example of a “remarkable story of progress” in the Balkans, Gordon said, although he 
admitted the country faces serious challenges that will require a “great deal of work” moving forward. 

Gordon also pointed to the critical roles that Greece and Turkey will play in helping stabilize southeastern 
Europe, arguing that “regional political leadership and courage and vision is necessary for progress.” 

In his concluding remarks, Gordon cited the fact that “some of the same fault lines” that have plagued the 
region for many years still remain, but that he is hopeful there is a “clear potential solution” in the full 
economic and political integration of the southeastern states within greater Europe. 

Gordon was introduced at the podium by Elaine Papoulias, director of the Kokkalis Program. About 100 
people attended the lecture. 

 



Gordon Discusses Eastern European Integration 
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Philip H. Gordon, the U.S. assistant secretary for the Bureau of European and Eurasian Affairs, said in 

a lecture at the Harvard Kennedy School yesterday that Eastern Europe needs to be better integrated 

into NATO and the European Union in order to achieve regional stability. 

Gordon admitted that attempts to incorporate southeastern Europe into Euro-Atlantic organizations 

had been “difficult in the past.” But he emphasized that the Obama administration would try to finish 

“the historic project of trying to bring democracy to the whole of Europe.” 

“To fully achieve European and therefore American security, we believe that peace and stability should 

not only extend across northern and central Europe, but also southeastern Europe,” Gordon said in his 

speech, called “The Obama Administration’s Vision for Southeastern Europe.” 

While he addressed political, social, and economic concerns relating to a variety of Balkan states, 

Gordon paid particular attention to Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Turkey. 

“The door to NATO membership is open,” said Gordon, referring to Serbian interests in particular. 

Gordon also expressed hope about U.S. relations with Bosnia. He said that though the United States 

and Bosnia have not been willing to agree on how to move forward, the Obama administration will 

seek to position Bosnia for future membership in the European Union and NATO. 

The lecture drew about 70 audience members—including graduate students, undergraduates, 

professors, and academic fellows from the Kokkalis Program on Southeastern and East-Central 

Europe. 

“Everything that he said about Bosnia was a little vague, but very good,” said Emir Skokic ’12, who 

grew up in Bosnia. 

Gordon noted in his speech that yesterday marked the second anniversary of Kosovo’s independence: a 

sign that progress has been made. 

 

 

 

 

 



Top Foreign Policy Official Outlines Administration Policy on Southeastern 
Europe 

Harvard Kennedy School Magazine 
February 18, 2010 

by Doug Gavel 

The Obama Administration seeks a “path to a better way” for the nations of Southeastern Europe. The 
components of that strategy were laid out by a top administration official during a talk on Wednesday 
(Feb. 17) sponsored by Harvard Kennedy School’s Kokkalis Program on Southeastern and East-Central 
Europe. 

Phillip H. Gordon, the U.S. assistant secretary for the Bureau of European and Eurasian Affairs, told an 
audience in the Goodman Classroom that “the political and economic integration” of Southeastern Europe 
within the rest of the continent is the key to regional stabilization and development in the years ahead. 

“We have a vision of a peaceful and stable Europe that will extend to Turkey and the Caucasus,” he said. 
“The solution lies in transnational cooperation and institutions that guarantee the rights of citizens, 
promote economic freedom, insure the viability of the border, and provide a reliable forum for the 
peaceful resolution of disputes.” 

Gordon pointed to the critical importance of regional and international institutions in this effort – 
specifically NATO and the European Union. Several Southeastern European countries are now members of 
the E.U., including Bulgaria, Greece, and Romania, and several belong to NATO, including Albania, Croatia, 
and Turkey. Other nations are seeking entry into one or both organizations. 

“The opportunity for political engagement that crosses national borders reduces the salience and pressure 
of ethnic and regional disputes within countries. That is the promise of the project of European 
integration,” Gordon contended. 

Recent decades have brought tremendous change to the region, Gordon remarked, and the U.S. is now 
developing close and productive relations with several nations in Southeastern Europe, including Serbia, 
which was beset by violence and instability as recently as ten years ago. 

“I certainly believe…that with pragmatism and good will on both sides, U.S.-Serbian relations could be a 
model of a productive partnership by the end of the administration’s first term,” Gordon said. “This change 
in the Balkans is a reminder not only of what can be possible, but also what remains to be done 
[elsewhere].” 

Kosovo is another example of a “remarkable story of progress” in the Balkans, Gordon said, although he 
admitted the country faces serious challenges that will require a “great deal of work” moving forward. 

Gordon also pointed to the critical roles that Greece and Turkey will play in helping stabilize Southeastern 
Europe, arguing that “regional political leadership and courage and vision is necessary for progress.” 

In his concluding remarks, Gordon cited the fact that “some of the same fault lines” that have plagued the 
region for many years still remain today, but that he is hopeful that there is a “clear potential solution” – 
the full economic and political integration of Southeastern Europe within greater Europe. 

Gordon was introduced at the podium by Elaine Papoulias, director of the Kokkalis Program. 
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